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To be Continued TurEspDays and FrRibDays, 





Hoc volo, fic Fubeo; fit pro ratione VOLUNTAS., 


It muft be fo; ------ It foall be fo, My Dear, but frill 


May I not ask your Reafon? Yes. My Will. 





ie td 


FRIDAY, MAY 30. 1739. 





oem WAS interrupted, the other Day, 
by a Vifit from a Friend, who has 
® been about four Months a Wi- 
dower. As he loved his Wife 
with extreme Fondnefs, there was 
z no mentioning of her during the 
Be fitft Weeks of his Widowhood. 

ve" Any Advice that tended towards 
perfuading him to forget her, tho’ accompanied with 
that very ftrong Argument, that neither Tears, zor 






: Grief, can recall the Dead, was look’d upon as pro- 


ceeding from Infenfibility, or I/l-nature. Ithcrefore 
refolved to abftain- from giving him any, till bis Grief 


|“ foould bave tired itfelf quiteoxt, well knowing, that 


it is impoffible for any violent Grief to continue long; 
becaufe the Mind, when ftromgly agitated, either 
accuftoms itfelf, by Degrees, to the Paffion that moves 
it, which, for that very Reafon, muft gradually have 
lefs intenfe Effect, or elfe, like frowsrd Children that 
cry themfelves afleep, WEARIEs itfelf into TRAN- 
quitiry. A fincere Regard for the Memory of’ the 
Deceafed, that does not VIOLENTLY affect the Mind, 
will laft longer than outrageous iba 8 ; or, what is 


_ more generally the Cafe, Grief that begins with Vio- 


lence, commonly ends in a texder Remembrance of the 
Dead, that forces now and then a Sigh, a kind but 
fruitle/s Wifb, or a Tear. A Situation of Mind like 
this, has a Delicacy in it; that does Honour both to 
the Perfon that feels ir, and to the Memory of the 
Perfon for whom it is felt. ‘To live a Courfe of Years 
in the World, after the Deceafe of one we love, and 
of agreeable Perfons So- 
ciety throws in our Way, {till to have that firft Object 
in our Thought, fhews a Mind capable of being 
nobly touched. But to embitter our Minds for the r 
of our Lives, to lofe a Re/i/h for the Pleafures that 
ufed to delight before, or to feel this tender Senfation 
for one undeferving of it, betrays a Weaknefs un- 
worthy of a Mind capable of fuch Sentiments. 
As I found my Friend a little eafier, and that, of 
himfelf, he began the Difcourfe about his Wife, I 
ventured to defire him (in order to make him ftill lefs 
regret her Lofs) to recollect fome Paflages of his 


Life, in which he had paft fome very uneafy Moments 
With her. 


eu 2 fee, interrupted my Friend, what you are 


. driving at ; you are endeavouring to make her Lofs 
i lighter to me, by fixing my Attenrion only to the 
m difagreeable Side of the Medal ; but, believe me, 
_, dit Lionel, if I was to turn the other Side, and 
- Pleafe my Mind with a Review of the Happinefs I 

enjoyed with her, all that you cou’d alledge wou'd 


“ fignify nothing ; I cou’d with Pleafure bear till move 
“ from her, ftill to a her lov’d Society. How- 
“ever (continued my Friend) Pll be ingenuous with 
“ you, and, notwithftanding the Declaration. I have 
“ juft now made, will affure you, that tho’ I had*a 
“ very beautiful Woman to my Wife, and one that 
“ was ftrictly virtuous; tho’ I married her, as you 
“* know, for Love, and was beldved by her; tho’ 
“ fhe was very natured, and gave into no unrea- 
“ fonable Pleafures, I was far from leading a happy 
“ Life with her. | 

A Declaration of this Nature, coming from ore 
that had but juft profeffed fo much Love before, ex- 
cited my Curiofity not a little, which my Friend re- 
lieved in the following Manner. a 

“ If I was not compleatly happy with her, it was 
“ owing to my own Mifconduét in the Beginning of 
“our Marriage. I married her, as I told you before, 
“ for Love. My Paffion was fo ftrong, that I thought 
“ I never cou’d exprefs enough to her. _I did not ftay 
“till the liked any thing, I prevented her Withes, 
“ ‘by founding her Inclinations, and as I difcovered, 

by gratifying them. This produced in her at firft 


« 
}- a quick mare Gratitude, and an Increafe of Ten- 


dernefs. ! Friend, was I to defcribe to yot. 
“ the happy Hours I have enjoy’d in the Contempla- 
“ tion of her Loveto me; (for I have fo much Delf- 
“ cacy in my Nature, that ’tis not the Love I feel that 
“ can make me happy, but the Return of Love from 
© the Object beloved)-I thou’d almoft run mad with 
* the Recollection. How fuperior to all the Plea- 
“ fures that are fo eagerly purfued by the reft of Man- 
“ kind, did I think an Hour paff in her Company, 
* when Expreffions of Paffion, fuch as our Union 
“* authorized, ufed to drop from her ‘Tongue, arid her 
“ Looks confirm’d their terder Meaning! My Friends 
“ and Relations {till fhared my Company, and were 
“ ftill grafted in my Efteem — But the Satisfaction 
“ they afforded me was not fo intimate to my Mind, 
« as it ufed to be — My Wife took fch full. Paflet 
“ fion of me, that nothing elfe really Trovchip Mr. 
“ Tenjoy’d all the Pleafures the Town and Country 
“ afforded, witheager Appetite, provided fhe fhared 
“ them with me; and I thought nothing a “SacRi- 
“ rice that fhe defired of me: Nay if any Defite 
“ of hers appear’d at firft unreafonable, and was in 
“ ‘Truth fo, [fought Reaf@fs to juftify her, and ne- 
“ver failed to find them: You know, my dear 
“ Friend, you, as being my firft Acquaintance in the 
“ World, and my Senior, took a Privileges very fre- 
“¢ quently, to endeavour to put a Rein on my fond 
*“ Pathon, by fetting before my Eyes the ill Confe- 
* quences 





























quences of 2 HusBaNnn’s HavING No Witt 
te < 

,. AT ALL oOF-His OWN. You have often repre- 
“* fented to me, that being in full Poffeffion of the 
“ ‘Woman I loved, and being tenderly beloyed by her, 
“ I might (if I did not lét it, go too far 


“ my own Advantage, and make it 
“ petual Happinefs to us both. It wou'd (faid you) 


*-veftrain her Actions from every thing fhe ktiew was ~ 


“ difagreeable to, you,, .and,: by: that.means, add a 


“ double Grace to év’ry thing fhe fhou’d do. “I ne-_' 





« sletted-your-Advice,-which fhe followed. Thus, 
“ that which’ wou'd have made us both happy, 
“ rightly followed, Proved « gnawing Worm in m 
" Breaft, that prey’d upon my Peace of Mind, ahd, 
“ by being concealed from the Knowledge of- others, 
. ( r I had ftill Prudénce enough to havéno Confi- 
“ dent of my Shame) incréafed my Uneatinels. 

%- After fhe had eftablifhed her Empire ‘over nie; 
“ bythe Means of that Fondnefs which the too plainly 
“ perceived, the did not ftick fo clofe to that become- 
‘ing Modefty of fearful Duty, but began by thwart- 
_ © ing me in little Trifles, which I did not at firft 
; « take Notice of, till, by a Repetition not in the leaft 
“ guarded, they grew remarkable to me, and I found, 
<¢ ‘tho’ a Thing was known to be difagreeable to me, it 
‘© was neverthele/s put in Practice, without any Con- 
“cern that it was fo. 

“My Eyes began to be a little open ; but, a falfe 
“ way of Reafoning, which perhaps arofe from my 
‘“ Fondnefs for her, ftill prévented the happy Effects 
-“ that might have tefulted from this Spark of Con- 
< (cioufne/s. ae 

* TI foolifhly thought, *twas beneath a Man of Senfe 
“ to contradict a Woman in fuch Trifles, where little 
“<: Humours on her Side were dnly to be gratified, and 
“ was fo wrong-headed,. as to feel'a Satisfaction in 
“ {éeing her {6 CHEAPLY PLEASED. |: 

“ THese Trifles, by Degrees, grew a little more 
“ ferious, and I had fome grave Converfations with 
“ her, in which fhe always got the better. This, 
“ tho’ it did not weaken the Love and Friendfhip I 
“ had for her, made me in fome Moments turn my 
“ Eyes from her, and frequently go out to pay a ver 
“ difagreeable Vifit, or to a Play, when I had muc 
, © rather have ftaid at Home. 

“ Sue either did not, or feemed not to feé this 
“ {mall Change in me, but went on, ftill rifing in 
“ her Demands, till fhe quite difobliged me, by in- 
“ fifting, without any Reafon, on fomething difad- 
“ yantageous to a Perfon with whom I had from. my 
“ Infaricy lived, and who, next to her, was deareft 
“ to me ih the World. 

“ Ir wou'd be Sting your Patience, to recapitu- 
“ Jate all that paft on that Occafion. You was Wit- 
“ nef to it, and banifh’d. my Houfe for a confiderable 
“ time, for daring to advife me to joiri the HusBaAND 
“ tothe Lover. 7 ry Seta 
. © My Wife having carried her Point, and efta- 
“ blifhed her Empire over me, ufed all the endearing 
“Methods (fhe had before fo fuccefsfully emp!oy’d) 
“ to make me happy. I had Prudence enough to 
“ make her believe I was fo, or perhaps my Love was 
“ {> rooted, that nothing cou’d fhake it, and I loved 
“ her in fpite of Difcontent. ‘This however [ know, 
that my Happinefs, which ufed to be pure, received 
“ an Alloy from that Incident, which it never got 
“ free from after. My Wife, like Lady Towzly, had 


00 far) without any : 
“ wife alarming her,.work upon ym enderriefs’ to- 


Source of per- 


“ (queezed too much of the Sowre init for my Pz 

. f here were Times in which I fected bb Aa — 
{- Indifference, and @ven™Difpleafure. Tho’ I til} 
* I6ved her fondlygeLawas fenfible of the mean Figure 
-Tmade. ACo uc ufnefs, that I had not that req- 
“ fonable Supériority~every Husband fhould have 
“ followed me every where, and created an Unegf? 
“ nefs, which not only dulled the Edge of Inclination 
“* but turned it in favour of my Friends, who, in 
<¢ Proportion as my Wife alienated herfelf from me 
“ grew nearer and more ivtimate to me. But thi: 
“aves fill a diffracted State of Mind, no wife pio 
“ ductive of the Serenity of Happinefs. In tho my 


© Friend, it was in the Power of my Wife to have 
“© made me the happieft of Men, had the not made it 


“a Point between us, WHo sHOULD yigrp) 
Tho’ T can’t help thinking Tua a Happinefs now 
“ fince, if fhe had been, as I cou’d, have with’d her 
“T'cou’'d never have furvived her Lofs; or, if f 
“¢ had, fhou’d have been ever miferable:” 

My - Friend having finithed his* long Difcou 
and disburthened his Mind, withdrew foon after, oe 
left me full of Reflections about Mifconduds in the 
married State. 


I have already, in my Paper N®. 15. given my - 


Sentiments on Wives, I had not*indeed confidered 
the married State in the Light my Friend has placed 
it before my Eyes, and fhall therefore juft touch upon 
that Mifconduc&t of Wives which arifes from the Over- 
fondne/s of Husbands, or their too great Indulgence. 
THE Plea of the Husband, who, thro’ one or other 
of thefe Reafons, throws the Reins quite over his 
Wife’s Neck, is, I muft have Peace at Home; it is 
my Intereft to have every thing eafy where oe the 
State of my Happine{s. From which ill-underftood 
Poftulatum it refults, that the weak Husband is 
rendered ridiculous and contemptible in the World, and 
the Man of Senfe pitied Abroad, and uneafy at Home. 
That Peace fhou'd be at Home, and that the Seat 
Happinefs fhou'd be the Seat of Quiet, I agree; bu 
is #¢ not equally the Intereft of the Wife that it fhou’ 
be fo? And much more 4er’s than the Husband’s, to 
ufe the Mcans to attaiz it, fince any Eclat in which 
the World can be a Judge between a married Pair, 
where the Husband is known to be a Man of Senfe 


«. and good Nature, is always to the Difadvantage of 


the Wife. It is therefore an ill-judg’d Principle in 
a Husband, to have no Will of bis own, for fear of 
interrupting his Domeitick Happinefs; and he that 
fets out with I, lays the Foundation of his own 
Mifery, and it is avery falfe one in the Wife, to make 
it a Mifery. How prettily, in the Reconciliation 
Scene between My Lord and Lady Towzly, does the 
reproach him for being the Caufe of her Egarémens, 
thro’ too much Foudne/s and Indulgence! How true 
on the Theatre of the World ! . 

I'r is faid, That it is harder to govern a Fool than 4 
Man of Senfe. The Reafon is plain —The Fool can 
feel xo Paffion with Sentiment, the Man of Senfe none 
without it: The Fool therefore has no Tye but Vill, 
the Man of Senfe nove in Will. Hence bad Wives 
flatter Fools, and tyrannize over Men of Senfe.— 
A. monftrous Abufe of kind Ufage! 

I thal] therefore conclude this Subject, with recom- 
mending Reafon asa Rule for Husbands to curb.theit 
Wives Will, inftead of Fondnefs as a Meafure for 
their Compliance. * 

P. + 


—— 
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